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Taqleed, ijtihad, and madhhab are three fundamental concepts in Islamic
jurisprudence. They play a significant role in how Muslims understand and
apply Islamic law (Fiqh). This article will explore these concepts in detail,
providing a comprehensive understanding of their significance.
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Taqleed

Taqleed means "following" or "imitating." In Islamic jurisprudence, it refers
to the practice of following the opinions of a qualified scholar in matters of
law. Taqleed is a common practice among Sunni Muslims, who believe that
it is necessary to follow a qualified scholar in Free Download to ensure that
their religious practices are in accordance with Islamic law.

There are four main schools of thought (madhhabs) within Sunni Islam:
Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi'i, and Hanbali. Each madhhab has its own distinct set
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of legal rulings, and Muslims are generally encouraged to follow the
madhhab of their choice.

Ijtehad

Ijtehad is the process of independent legal reasoning based on the sources
of Islamic law. It is a complex and time-consuming process that is only
undertaken by qualified scholars. Ijtehad is a fundamental principle of
Islamic law, and it allows for the development of new legal rulings to
address new and emerging issues.

In the early days of Islam, ijtihad was more common. However, as the
Islamic Empire expanded, the number of qualified scholars decreased. As a
result, taqleed became more common among Sunni Muslims.

Madhhab

A madhhab is a school of thought within Islamic jurisprudence. Each
madhhab has its own distinct set of legal rulings, and Muslims are generally
encouraged to follow the madhhab of their choice. The four main Sunni
madhhabs are the Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi'i, and Hanbali madhhabs.

Shia Muslims do not follow the same madhhabs as Sunni Muslims. Instead,
they follow the teachings of the Twelve Imams. The Twelve Imams are
believed to be the rightful successors to the Prophet Muhammad, and their
teachings are considered to be authoritative by Shia Muslims.

Taqleed, ijtihad, and madhhab are three fundamental concepts in Islamic
jurisprudence. They play a significant role in how Muslims understand and



apply Islamic law. This article has provided a comprehensive overview of
these concepts, providing a deeper understanding of their significance.
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