
Irregular War: The New Threat From The
Margins
Irregular war is a new and growing threat to national security. It is a type of
warfare that is waged by non-state actors, such as terrorist groups, criminal
organizations, and insurgents. Irregular war is often fought in urban areas,
and it can be very difficult to distinguish between combatants and non-
combatants. This makes it very difficult to fight, and it can lead to a great
deal of collateral damage.
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The Nature of Irregular War

Irregular war is different from conventional war in several ways. First,
irregular war is often fought by non-state actors. This means that they are
not subject to the same rules and regulations as state actors. They can
operate outside of the law, and they can use tactics that would be
considered illegal in conventional war.
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Second, irregular war is often fought in urban areas. This makes it very
difficult to distinguish between combatants and non-combatants. In
conventional war, combatants are usually wearing uniforms and they are
clearly identifiable. In irregular war, combatants often blend in with the
civilian population. This makes it very difficult to target them, and it can lead
to a great deal of collateral damage.

Third, irregular war is often fought using unconventional tactics. These
tactics can include terrorism, guerrilla warfare, and cyber warfare. Irregular
warfare is often fought using asymmetric tactics, which means that the
weaker side uses its strengths to exploit the weaknesses of the stronger
side.

The Challenges of Irregular War

Irregular war poses a number of challenges for national security. First,
irregular war is very difficult to fight. Irregular warfare is difficult to predict,
and it can be very difficult to distinguish between combatants and non-
combatants. This makes it very difficult to target the enemy, and it can lead
to a great deal of collateral damage.

Second, irregular war can be very costly. Irregular war can lead to a great
deal of destruction and loss of life. It can also damage the economy and
disrupt the social fabric of a country.

Third, irregular war can be very difficult to end. Irregular war is often fought
by non-state actors who are not subject to the same rules and regulations
as state actors. This makes it very difficult to negotiate with them, and it can
make it very difficult to end the conflict.



Irregular war is a new and growing threat to national security. It is a type of
warfare that is waged by non-state actors, such as terrorist groups, criminal
organizations, and insurgents. Irregular war is often fought in urban areas,
and it can be very difficult to distinguish between combatants and non-
combatants. This makes it very difficult to fight, and it can lead to a great
deal of collateral damage.

There is no easy solution to the problem of irregular war. However, there
are a number of things that can be done to mitigate the threat. These
include:

* Strengthening intelligence and security capabilities. * Investing in new
technologies to counter irregular warfare tactics. * Working with allies and
partners to develop common strategies to combat irregular warfare. *
Promoting economic development and social justice to reduce the root
causes of irregular warfare.

Irregular war is a complex and challenging problem, but it is one that must
be addressed. The security of our nation depends on it.
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