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A Tapestry of Natural Wonders

Nestled in the heart of southwestern Washington, the Longview Battle
Ground Camas Yacolt Burn State Forest is a sprawling, 14,000-acre
expanse of diverse ecosystems that beckon nature enthusiasts, historians,
and outdoor adventurers alike.

From the towering Douglas firs of its majestic forests to the vibrant
wildflowers that carpet its meadows, the state forest is a sanctuary of
natural beauty. Majestic rivers and tranquil lakes provide opportunities for
fishing, boating, and swimming, while the rugged terrain offers challenging
hikes for all levels of experience.

A Rich Tapestry of History
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The Longview Battle Ground Camas Yacolt Burn State Forest is also
steeped in history. The land has been home to Native American tribes for
centuries, and remnants of their presence can still be found throughout the
forest.

In the 19th century, the area was a battleground during the Cowlitz War.
Visitors can explore the Battle Ground Lake State Park, which
commemorates the decisive battle that took place here in 1856.

Endless Opportunities for Adventure

The Longview Battle Ground Camas Yacolt Burn State Forest offers a wide
range of recreational opportunities for visitors of all ages and interests.

Hiking

The state forest is crisscrossed by miles of hiking trails, ranging from easy
interpretive trails to challenging backcountry treks. Some of the most
popular trails include:

Cougar Trail: A 5-mile loop trail that offers stunning views of Mount St.
Helens and the surrounding landscape.

Battle Ground Lake Trail: A 1-mile loop trail that leads to Battle
Ground Lake, a popular spot for fishing and boating.

Yacolt Mountain Trail: A challenging 6-mile round-trip trail that climbs
to the summit of Yacolt Mountain, rewarding hikers with panoramic
views of the forest and beyond.

Biking



The state forest is also home to a network of bike trails, suitable for both
mountain biking and road cycling. Popular bike trails include:

Lewis River Trail: A 15-mile paved trail that follows the Lewis River,
offering scenic views and opportunities for wildlife sightings.

Yacolt Burn Trail: A 10-mile mountain biking trail that winds through
the Yacolt Burn area, a unique landscape created by a historic wildfire.

Camping

The Longview Battle Ground Camas Yacolt Burn State Forest offers a
variety of camping options for visitors who wish to immerse themselves in
the natural beauty of the area. Campgrounds include:

Battle Ground Lake Campground: A popular campground located on
the shores of Battle Ground Lake, offering tent and RV sites.

Camas Creek Campground: A secluded campground situated along
Camas Creek, offering tent sites and a primitive group camp area.

Yacolt Burn Campground: A rustic campground located in the Yacolt
Burn area, offering tent sites and a group shelter.

Fishing

The Longview Battle Ground Camas Yacolt Burn State Forest is home to a
variety of fish species, including rainbow trout, cutthroat trout, and kokanee
salmon. Popular fishing spots include:

Battle Ground Lake: A popular spot for fishing for rainbow trout and
kokanee salmon.



Lewis River: A popular river for fishing for steelhead and salmon.

Camas Creek: A smaller creek that offers good fishing for cutthroat
trout.

Plan Your Visit

The Longview Battle Ground Camas Yacolt Burn State Forest is easily
accessible from Interstate 5. The main entrance to the state forest is
located at Exit 30 (Battle Ground Exit).

Before your visit, be sure to check the Washington State Parks website for
the most up-to-date information on fees, camping reservations, and trail
conditions.

The Longview Battle Ground Camas Yacolt Burn State Forest is a hidden
gem in southwestern Washington, offering a rich tapestry of natural
wonders, historical significance, and endless opportunities for adventure
and recreation. Whether you're a hiker, biker, camper, fisherman, or simply
a nature enthusiast, the state forest has something to offer everyone.

So come explore the enchanting Longview Battle Ground Camas Yacolt
Burn State Forest and discover the beauty and wonder that awaits within its
verdant embrace.
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